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Rajni Shankar-Brown
Assistant Professor of Middle Grades Reading/Language Arts Education
 University of North Carolina at Wilmington 
Watson School of Education
Department of Elementary, Middle Level and Literacy Education
601 South College Road
Wilmington, NC 28403
Phone: 910-962-2672
Fax: 910-962-3609
Email: brownrs@uncw.edu


Education and Professional Credentials

Degrees
 
Ph.D.	UNC Charlotte - Curriculum and Instruction, summa cum laude, August 2008

        Dissertation: A Case Study of the Social and Educational Experiences of Homeless Children 

M.A.	UNC Charlotte – Teaching, summa cum laude, commencement speaker, May 2005 

        Thesis: Transforming the Educational Experience of Hispanic American Students in English Class 

B.A.	George Mason University – Interpersonal Communication and Rhetorical Criticism, magna cum laude, August 2000

        Thesis: An Interpersonal Communication Approach to Peace: One Relationship at a Time 


Teaching License

M-Level, North Carolina			Grades 5-9 English/Language Arts


Additional Certification 

Shared Inquiry Leadership Training		Great Books Foundation (2004)
North Carolina Teacher Academy		North Carolina General Assembly (2004)
Business Etiquette Certification		George Mason University (2001)
SUPERvisor Series (8 month course)		George Mason University (2000-2001)



Professional Experience

UNC Wilmington
      Assistant Professor of Middle Grades Reading/Language Arts Education      (2008 to present)

UNC Charlotte
      Lecturer in Middle, Secondary, and K-12 Education	(2007 to 2008)
      Director, Middle Grades University			(2007 to 2008)	
      University Supervisor of Student Teachers		(2007 to 2008)
      Graduate Assistant				      	(2005 to 2007)
      
Saint Leo University (Distance Education Program)
      University Supervisor of Student Teachers		(Spring 2007)

Cabarrus County Schools
      English/Language Arts Teacher, 7th Grade		(2003-2005)

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools
      English/Language Arts Teacher, 8th Grade		(2002-2003) 

George Mason University
      JC Information Services Director             		(2000-2001)
      Research Assistant					(1999-2000)
      Information Services Supervisor				(1998-2000)
      Library Student Assistant					(1996-1998)

Kaundanpalayam School, India
      Academic Facilitator & English Teacher			(Summer 1996)



University Level Teaching

EDN 352			Developing Reading Competence in the Middle Grades
EDN 355			Language Arts Methods for the Middle Grades
READ 5255			Reading & Writing in the Content Areas (online)
MDSK 3160			Child Development: Birth through Adolescence
EDUC 5100			Educational Diversity (online)
MDLG 4430			Student Teaching Seminar – Middle Grades 
MDLG 3130			The Early Adolescent Learner
MDLG 3131			The Philosophy and Curriculum of Middle School





Research Publications

Micklenson, R. & Shankar-Brown, R. (2008). Educating homeless children. In Mathison, S. & Ross, W.E. (Eds.) Battleground Schools. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.

Yon, M. & Shankar-Brown, R. (In Press, 2009). Homeless: A continuing concern. In Shweder, R. (Ed.) Chicago Companion to the Child. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.


Presentations	
 
Shankar-Brown, R. (forthcoming 2008). Massive Effects: Understanding the impact of poverty on urban adolescents’ middle school experience. National Middle School Association Annual Meeting, Denver, Colorado.

Shankar-Brown, R. (forthcoming 2008). Literacy: Educating and empowering homeless adolescents. National Middle School Association Annual Meeting, Denver, Colorado.

Yon, M. & Shankar-Brown, R. (2008). Examining assumptions about homeless children and their families. Child and Family Development Conference, Charlotte, North Carolina.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2007). Middle Grades University (MGU): Preparing at-risk middle school students for college and life. North Carolina Professors of Middle Level Education Fall Symposium, Charlotte, North Carolina.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2007). Engaging Hispanic students in school: The effects of innovative literacy practices. Research paper presented at the American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois.  

Shankar-Brown, R. (2007). From streets to cardboard boxes: Examining the social experiences of homeless children. Doctoral Research Forum, Charlotte, North Carolina.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2006). Integrating and decreasing the social inequities of African American males in school. National Middle School Association Annual Meeting, Nashville, Tennessee.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2006). Integrating the arts into all content areas. National Middle School Association Annual Meeting, Nashville, Tennessee.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2006). Empowering Hispanic students through engaging literacy Methods. National Middle School Association Annual Meeting, Nashville, Tennessee.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2005). Innocent criminals: Understanding the African American male student experience. Doctoral Research Forum, Charlotte, North Carolina.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2005). A kaleidoscope of perspectives, perceptions and perpetuations of homelessness. Doctoral Research Forum, Charlotte, North Carolina.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2005). Transforming the educational experiences of Hispanic American students in English class. Doctoral Research Forum, Charlotte, North Carolina.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2005). Literacy strategies for diverse learners. Research paper presented at the National Middle School Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2004). Writing and reading strategies to engage struggling students. North Carolina Teacher Academy, Concord, North Carolina.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2004). Empowering minority students: The effects of innovative literacy practices. North Carolina Teacher Academy, Concord, North Carolina.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2001). An interpersonal approach to peace: One relationship at a time. National Communication Annual Conference, Seattle, Washington.

Shankar-Brown, R. (2000). Turning points: The disintegration of us. Eastern Communication Association Convention, Beckley, West Virginia.


Leadership

Lecturer

Director	   Middle Grades University, UNC Charlotte – College of Education, 2007-2008
University Representative	NC Middle School Association Region 6 Board of Directors

Graduate Assistant

Co-Director	  	   Middle Grades University, UNC Charlotte – College of Education, 2006-2007
Assistant Coordinator 	   Summer Lateral Entry Teacher Initiative (LETI), UNC Charlotte, 2005-2007
Assistant Coordinator	   Teach for America, UNC Charlotte, CMS Cohort, 2006-2007
Assistant Coordinator	   Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) Program, UNC Charlotte, 2005-2007

Classroom Teacher

Faculty Advisor	   Northwest Cabarrus Middle School, Drama Club, 2004-2005
Writing/EOG Tutor	   Northwest Cabarrus Middle School, 2003-2005
Faculty Advisor	   James Martin Middle School, Poetry Club, 2002-2003 
Faculty Advisor	   James Martin Middle School. Multicultural Organization, 2002-2003

Other Leadership Roles 

President	  Curriculum & Instruction Graduate Professional Association (CIGSPA), 2006-2007
Director	  Dancing to Save Lives, American Red Cross, 2003-2004



Service

Children’s Curriculum Coordinator	Optimist International Club of Manassas, 2003-current
Search Committee Member		UNC Charlotte, Middle Grades Tenure Position, 2007-2008
Mentor	 for Incoming Ph.D. Students	Curriculum & Instruction Doctoral Program, 2006-2007
Ph.D. Student Committee Member	UNC Charlotte, Urban Education Tenure Position, 2006-2007
Senator/Treasurer	CIGSPA, 2005-2006
Board Member	GPSG Financial Committee, 2005-2006
Vice President				Alpha Chi National Honor Society, GMU Chapter, 1999-2000


Honors and Awards

Outstanding Service and Directorship		UNC Charlotte, College of Education, 2008
Graduate Assistantship and Grant			UNC Charlotte, 2005, 2006, and 2007
Exemplary Leadership Award			UNC Charlotte, College of Education, 2007
Commencement Speaker				UNC Charlotte, May 2005
Teacher of the Month 	Northwest Cabarrus Middle, October 2005
Teacher of the Month 	Northwest Cabarrus Middle, December 2005
Teacher of the Month 	Northwest Cabarrus Middle School, April 2005 
Outstanding Scholar				            Kappa Delta Pi International Honor Society, 2004
Community Service Award				American Red Cross, Washington D.C., 2004
Best Faculty Advisor					James Martin Middle School, 2003
Annual Outstanding Citizenship Award		Optimist International Club of Manassas, 2002
Volunteer of the Year					Prince William County Board, 2001
Best Single Author					Lambda Pi Eta National Honor Society, 2000
Outstanding Customer Service Annual Award	George Mason University, 2000
Matrix Student Award and Scholarship		American Women in Communication, 2000
Distinguished Student					George Mason University, 2000
National Champion of Public Speaking		American Forensics Association, 1999
Advanced Toastmaster Award			Thomas Jefferson Toastmasters, 1996
Gold Award and Life Membership			Girl Scouts of America, 1996
Silver Tree Foil					Girl Scouts of America, 1995


Professional Memberships

American Educational Research Association (AERA)
Association for Women in Communications (AWC)
Human Rights Education Associates (HREA)
International Reading Association (IRA)
National Middle School Association (NMSA)
North Carolina Professors of Middle Level Education (NCPOMLE)
North Carolina Middle School Association (NCMSA) 
Phi Beta Delta Honor Society for International Scholars 
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